RAIN GARDENS: A different way to manage stormwater.

Rain gardens are stormwater best management practices (BMPs) that collect, treat, and
infiltration stormwater runoff. Rain gardens are both beautiful and effective. Lot grading
can direct runoff from up slope lawns and patios into rain gardens. Roof downspouts can
be piped into rain gardens, eliminating unsightly erosion gullies.

Rain gardens have planting areas graded to be 6 to 12 inches lower than the surrounding
landscape. A 3 inch layer of hardwood mulch protects the planting area surface. Beneath
the mulch, the planting area is filled with a soil mixture that supports plants and allows
water to drain rapidly from the surface.

Plants use the water from the soil mixture and prosper. Excess water either infiltrates into
the ground or leaves the gardens in smaller amounts than if the area were only lawn.

Rain gardens can be beautiful and effective additions to parking areas or along sidewalks.

So if you would like to have a more attractive landscape at your home or business,
consider a rain garden.



BMP 6.4.5 RAIN GARDEN / BIORETENTION

PIPE FROM
ROCF DRAIN_J

PIPE FROM ROOF DRAIN

EDGE OF MULCH

3" WIDE SURFACE OUTLET

' WATER TOLERANT PLANTS

+—SOIL MIXTURE
*
A—P= 3-6" MIN.
P—B= 6" MAX.
B—C= 247-48"
Z= 3 MIN.

3" MULCH
DENSE GRASS
c 2 e L N e S T SEST,
: S
3 UNCOMPACTED
4 IO L L ALI LA SUBGRADE_(NO FILL)

SOIL MIXTURES

Media Components

U A

% by Volume

", 7

TOP OF LIMITING
LAYER

% by Volume

Peat or Compost

Clay (<0.002mm)

Silt (0.002-0.05mm)

Very Fine Sand (0.05-0.15mm)

Fine Sand (0.15-.25mm)

Medium to Coarse Sand (1.0-2.0mm
Coarse Sand (1.0-2.0mm)

Fine Gravel (2.0-3.0mm)

15-20
0-5
0-5
5-10

15-20

60-70
5-10
0-5

5-15
0-2
0-2
0-5

10
70

10-15

5-10



